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                                                                     March 17, 2020 

 

 

Dear members of St. Joseph & St. Lucy parishes, 

 

I write concerning the unique time and circumstances in which we find ourselves.  In response to the 

need for social-distancing in our communities and in accord with the guidelines of health agencies, the 

Bishops of Ohio, among others, have suspended the celebration of public liturgies through Easter 

Sunday.  While this may seem drastic, it speaks to the seriousness of the need to contain and limit the 

spread of the Coronavirus (COVID-19). 

 

During this absence of public celebrations, I encourage you to still honor Sunday, The Lord’s Day.  Take 

time individually, or as a family, to pray on Sundays.  Watch Sunday Mass on TV, read and reflect on 

the Scriptures for the day.  Additionally, avail yourself of other prayer forms:  Rosary, Divine Mercy 

Chaplet, Spiritual Communion, and the Liturgy of the Hours. 

 

Additionally, I need to address the very practical need of our parishes’ finances.  Even though we will 

not be able to gather for Sunday or even daily Mass, we will still have our regular expenses to pay in 

the maintaining of our parish facilities.  To that end, I ask that you please mail your church support to 

the Parish Office either weekly or monthly at the address above. 

 

Also, we did not have our scheduled DPSC in-pew pledge drive on the weekend of March 14 & 15 

because of decreased attendance.  All registered households should have received a pledge request from 

the Bishop through the Diocese.  I ask that you make your pledge and submit it via the postal service.  

We may well need the DPSC rebates to recoup after this hiatus from our regular gatherings. 

 

In the meantime, I encourage you to continue to pray that people will be responsible and do what is best 

for the common good so that this chapter will be behind us as soon as possible.  Additionally, please 

follow the guidelines and directives issued by the national and local health agencies.  Use common sense 

and be patient and kind! 

 

Check the parish website: stjosephstlucyparishes.org and the diocesan website: diosteub.org for updates. 

 

The Immaculate Heart of Mary, St. Joseph, and St. Lucy, pray for us! 

 

       Sincerely yours in Christ, 

             Fr. Bill 
       Very Reverend William D. Cross, JV, VF 

       Pastor 


